To mitigate the burden of article charges, especially for authors who do not have extramural or institutional funding for publishing, we will grant requests to reduce or waive fees when authors provide appropriate justification. It is critical to both ASCB and HHMI that any negative effects of this change are mitigated, including any effects on who is able to publish their work in LSE and what kinds of work get published in the journal. Thus, we strongly encourage authors who do not have a source of funding for publishing their scholarship to request waivers or fee reductions. A mechanism to make waiver or fee reduction requests will be incorporated into the submission process. It will also be possible to request a waiver or fee reduction in advance of submission. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis, but in general we anticipate that waivers will be granted to authors whose work is entirely unfunded and that fee reductions will be granted in cases where the work is funded but no funds are earmarked specifically for publication fees. Authors may be asked to provide a letter from their dean or department chair describing the available funding.
The ability of authors to pay article charges and any decisions regarding fee waivers will not be a factor in LSE's editorial review process. The editorial review process will be entirely separated from article charges. Neither the editorial board nor reviewers will be privy to whether a fee waiver has been requested or granted. ASCB and LSE's editorial board will carefully review journal metrics to track the impacts of the decision to collect article charges, including publication rates for authors who hold different types of positions at diverse institution types.
About 60% of essays and articles published in LSE over the past three years cite funding from HHMI, the National Institutes of Health, or the National Science Foundation. It is important to note that even if fees were collected for 60% of the articles LSE publishes in a typical year, the resulting funds would cover only a portion of the journal's costs. Although we believe that article charges will be an important source of support for the journal, the extent to which they can offset expenses is difficult to predict accurately. We are therefore fortunate that HHMI recently agreed to backstop this funding experiment for three years while we develop a more complete model of how the journal will ultimately be supported. Whatever that model may be, it is very unlikely that article charges will make the journal self-sustaining. Thus, ASCB will continue to invest in the journal and seek funding to support its continued excellence and open access.
Recent evaluation studies of LSE indicate that the journal has been a major influence in fostering and supporting excellent scholarship in the biology education community. Although budgets are tight for the entire community, this is an opportunity for all of us to help maintain open access to our work and thus its potential to influence the education, professional development, and success of all biology learners. Thank you for your support.
